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: ?^¥8iii.bw CraiKBSs : He Trho could pass down 
iijB Mississippi, aa it washes the shores of Iowa, 
SttSlee'the .accumiilated products of the har- 
t^t Waiting, all changes of the weather, 
^meaiis'of transport to the eastern markets, 
ttij Oietice for distribution to the needy in every 
]|iH'pf ' the globe, and be untdovei, must'be an 
msdj- of his race. He who could enter this, 
tfie^pridclpal seaport of the State, witness the 
8|g|ii 6f activity and thrift which appear on all 
id^|aS(iend the hills which overlook the town 
uiitiver, and seethe rich and 'oseM mineral 
' here and on every side extracted from the 
of the earth and sent abroad to perform 
art in the service of ; mankind, must be 
" e of appreciating the elements of a great 
. . ipe'rotis people.. 
I;.&ayd seenj as have my fellow travelers, th^i 
' 'biiiori and.it may be not unpleaaing to you 
iow the riesults of the observations we 
. mi^4. It isthat,al^^ this tovm and 
^ Jfti wCT^^^ high degree of aoti- 

i^y,-Md to a very rapid process of development 
1)| tlie great t capital and emigration from 
|i| 'east j w^^ arrested in the revulsion of 
l»7|yet the bte^ of the prosperity of this city 
|;^|8tiite is sure and steadfast; the blood, after 
r^oK'in'creased activity in s^^ distant 
I puts of our great system, must needs retnm to 
Uib heart again in the East from which it flowed. 
Bat 80 long as a great nation like this remMns 
Bt peace, the blood is not long in filling up again 
Jto storehouse of the heart. ; Within a year or 
iwo or three, tbe prosperity of Dubuque and of 
WW* Will be renewed. 



Fellow citizens, we were tempted by the com- 
mittee who accompanied us to the heights .which 
overlook the city, and whi) took us for politicians 
of a different class— we were tempted with the 
display before us. Here, they said, at your feet 
lie three States, , Iowa, Wisconsin and Illinois — 
enough, they thought, to tempt ambitious poli- 
ticians as they supposed as to be. I answered 
that the States which were desired by, Northern 
politicians during my connection with public 
service, had been no such States as these which 
produced wheat, and com and lead; but they 
were States which lay further down the valley of 
the Mississippi ; the nearer the Gulf of Mexico 
the better. And my respected friend from Mas. 
sachusetts remarked that they didn't seem to 
know what constitutes a state in . the. esteem of a 
northern politician ; it is negroes that constitute 
the Stateis— politicians want slaves, and you have 
none to offer. 

Fellow citizens, we in the East are interested 
in your success, in your prosperity,- in your ag- 
grandizement, for we in the East jare but tihe con- 
umers and the manufacturers and the sellers of 
what you create. We should soon languish and 
die'if production were to ceasis in £^e valley of 
the Mississippi. Nor, perhaps, is it unnecessary 
to addj are you independent of us, for jrou are 
charged With the responsibility of supplying the 
materials of men and women, and of menfor th^ 
defense of the liberties of this :nation and its 
virelfare. . And if we of tto East are feeble and 
imbecile, you in the West will languish and come 
down to the' same'common'ruiniwith ourselves. 
It is therefore that we propose to s^ to^you 



on this occasion of wliat concerns ns all ; a great 
political question, which is to be the subject of 
decision by the American people in the coming 
canvass. 

We who have come here from the east say 
that the national policy for the last forty years 
on the subject has been erroneous, false, and 
tends to ruin, and that it must be reversed. 
That policy simply, tersely stated is this : The 
policy of the Federal government has beeen to ex- 
tend and fortify African slave labor in the United 
States. 

Now let there be no cavil on this point, for 
many who have maintained the administration 
and the party who have carried out this policy, 
have been unconscious, doubtless, of the nature 
of the policy they maintained. But it is not a 
subject of dispute or cavil that has been the 
policy of the government of the country for 
forty years. I will give but one illustration. 
No man in the nation would have objected or 
could have objected to the admission of Texas 
into the Federal Union provided it had been a 
free statei. No man who objected could have 
objected but for the reason that she was not a 
slave state. When the question of annexing 
Texas tried all the existing parties, and puzzled, 
bewildered, and confounded the statesmen of 
the country, the question was finally decided, in 
a short and simple way, by the declaration of 
the administration of John Tyler, made by Mr. 
■Calhoun, his Secretary of State, that Texas 
must be annexed because it was a slaveholding 
country — it must be annexed with the condi- 
tion of subdividing it into four slave states. 
Texas must be annexed for the purpose of forti- 
fying and defending the institution of slavery in 
the United States. This one single fact upon 
which the parties joined issue, is conclusive. I 
will not go farther in showing that that has been 
the policy of the country for forty years. 

Now I have said that it is our proposition to 
•reverse this policy. Our policy, stated as simply 
as I have stated that of our adversaries, is, to ciV- 
■cumscribe slavery, and to fortify and extend free 
labor or freedom. Many preliminary objections 
are raised by those among you and ua, who are 
not prepared to go with us to .the acceptance of 
this issue. They say that they are tired of a 
hobby and of men of one idea; that the country 
is too great a country, and has too many interests 
to be occupied with one idea alone ; besides that 
it is repulsive, offensive, it is disgusting to have 
"this eternd negro question" forever forced 
upon their consideration when they desire to 
think of white men and other things. It is well, 
perhaps, to remove these preliminary objections 
before we go into an argnment. 

Now, granting for a moment that there is wis- 
dom in the objection to entertain this eternal 
negro question, pray, let us ask, who raised, who 
has kept up this eternal negro question ? 

The negro question was put at rest in 1787 by 
the fathers of the Republic, and it slept, leaving 
only for moralists and humanitarians the ques- 
tion of emancipation! a question within the 
States, and by no ineanS' a federal question. 
Who lifted it tip from the States into the area of 
federal politics ? Who but the slaveholders, in 
1820 f ; They demanded that not only. Missouri 
should be admitted as a slave State, located 
within the Louisiana purchase ; bat that slavery 
should be declared forever and was forever with 



out declaration of law, established aud stonij 
prevail until the end of time, in Iowa, Knien, 
Nebraska, and in every foot of the then newij 
acquired domain of the United States? Ift^as 
the slaveholding power who raised the negpo 
question, and it was the Democratic party which 
made an alliance with that power, and which, in 
the North and in Congress, raised this very offen- 
sive question, this so very offensive legislation 
about, negroes instead of legislation about whio 
men. 

The question was put at rest by the compro.' 
mise of 1820, when, God be praised, Iowa, Kaa. 
s'aa and Nebraska were saved^ for freedom, and 
only Arkansas and Missouri, out of the Lou. 
isiana purchase, surrendered to slavery ; and it 
slept again for fifteen or twenty years, and then 
the negro question was again introduced into 
the councils of the federal government,— and by 
whom ? By the slave power, when it said Out 
*' since you have taken Iowa, Kansas and Ne- 
braska, and left us only Missouri, Arkansas and 
Florida, out of our newly acquired possessions, 
you must now go on and annex Texas, so that 
we shall have a balance and counterpoise in this 
government. " Then the Democratic party agan 
were seized with a sudden desire to extend the 
area of slavery along the Gulf of Mexico ; and by 
way of balancing the triumph of liberty so as to 
put manacles and chains on the claws of the 
conquering eagle of the oountry I 

Who, then, is responsible for the eternal negro 
question? Still such was the forbearance, the 
patience, the hope without reason and without 
justice, of the friends of freedom thtoughoatthe 
United States, that the eternal negro quration 
would have been at rest then, if it had not a^h 
been brought forward , into the federal counoils 
in the years 1848 and 1850, when the slave 
power forced us into a war with Mexico by which 
we acquired Upper California and New Mexico, 
and for no other purpose but that,'notwith8tand" 
ing all the advantages which slavery had gained 
since the Atlantic States were free, now, as a;b»l« 
ance, slavery must have the Pacific coast, and 
so keep up the equilibrium (according to the 
notions of Mr. Calhoun) between free labor, and 
slave labor or between freedom and slavery in 
the United States. 

Thus, on these three different occasions, when 
the public mind was at rest on the subject of tb« 
negro, the slave power forced it upon pnblio 
consideration and demanded aggressive aotioii. 
When they had at last secured the consent of |9 
people of the free States to a compromise in 1860, 
by which it was agreed that California alpne 
migiit be free, and that New Mexico should bo 
remanded back into a territorial condition l)eM,nB9 
she had not established slavery— then there wu. 
but one man in the United Stales Senate tW« 
would vote to accept New Mexico as a Eree Steta 
when she came with her constitution in Mt 
hands ; and that man the humble indivi^uaWM 
stands before youi [Cheers.] Aye, you applaM 
me fop it now ; ]>VLt where were your TPteft l? 
1850? Allwell;iitisallpast.: 
, When they had agreed on a compromise, am* 
had driven out of the federal councils eveiyman 
but myself and some half dozen other represen- , 
tatives who had opposed the aggrespsons of fli«- ! 
very, .were they content to let the negro question 
rest 1 No, but in 1854 the Democracy raised m 
negro question to force it finally and forever^. 



ith^ngtout the whole Republic, by abrogating 
ith&lMissoari Compromise. They abandoned the 
Ij^tories of Kansas and ITebraska to slave la- 
-])or|(and actually assisted and encouraged thear- 
• feiffl sent there by the slaveholders", to take forci- 
jjll-possession of territory which, until then, 
^gjibeen free. 

01 What pleasure shall I have, in telling the 
people of Kansas, three days hence, how that, 
nhen all others were faithless and false and 
,giii!d, they renewed this battle, this standard of 
fieedODi) and expelled the intruding slaveholder, 
iiia^^tablishfed forever amongst themselves the 
fteiedom of labor and the freedom of men on the 
.pjatas of Kansas, 

. Were the Democracy then content ? Not at 
^ j but they determined, in 1858, to raise the 
n^o ciuestion once more and to admit Kansas 

; ;iitd'tlje Union, if she would have come in as a 
'glare State, and to keep her out indefinitely if 

I il^e should elect freedom. 

And only one year later, when they found 
Jat Kansas was slipping from their clutches, 
:t(hO :,then raised once more the eternal negro 
question i The slave power and the Adminis- 
bation took it up by demanding the annexation 
of Cuba, a slaveholding island of Spain, to be 
M^nired at a cost of $150,000,000, peaceably, if 
it;oould be obtained for that sum, and forcibly if 
it should not be surrendered, for the purpose of 
adding two slave states, well manned and well 
appointed, to balance the votes of Kansas and 
Minnesota, then expected to come into the Union 
iafreestates. 

Who has brought this issue and entered it on 
Ih^ record of Kansas ? The slaveholding party 
■■|:the Democratic party. They held their Con- 
tention first in this campaign at Charleston. 
-Tbey ; presented again the everlasting negro 
/^featidn, nothing more, nothing less. They 
;diSered:about the form, but they gave us, never- 
theless, the everlasting negro question in two 
different parts, giving us our choice to take one 
or the other, as they gave the people of Kansas 
choice, whether thejr would take slavery 
•piM and simple, or take it anyhow and get rid 
' ofiit afterwards jf they could. 
^j{Of ;one part, Mr. Breckinridge is the represen- 
laiiTe.' It is presented plain and distinct; it is 
Stislaves are merchandise and property in the 
ttMtories under the Constitution of the United 
lutes, and that the national legislatures and the 
;WMt8 must protect it in the territories, and no 
"poleir , on earth can discharge them of the re- 
«?!^ibiUty. Of the other, Mr. Douglas is the 
rejp^antative, and the form in which it is pre- 
#ted by those who support him ip, What is 
mbest way not to keep slavery out of the ter- 
fMiesI ■ 

:fl;idoubt very much whether slaveholders have 
if great a repugnanae to the negro, and to the 
5«tpialinegro question 88 they affect. On the 
iSS ^^and, being accustomed to set in the Fed- 
l^ouncils, with grave and reverend Senators, 
;*|tp mtogle with representa^^^^ of the people 
M slaveholding States, I find a great difference 
^f wn myself and them on the subject. God 
'^pj I never wonld consent to be the unhide 
Wnj-the unohoseri Representative of bondmen I 
■laqr mast be- freemen that I represent ; flvery 
OMn of them must be awhole 'man. Bat my r8> 
(picfed friends who represent the slave States 
^"s willing, and do most cheerfully; axost gladly 



consent to represent thv3e-fifths of all the negro 
slaves. They take a slave at three* fifths of a 
man, and they represent the three-fiilhs ; I doubt 
not they would be very glad if he could be ere-, 
ated into> five-fifths. 

Well, I think the Democratic party has not so 
much repugnance to negroes and the negro ques- 
tion, because they consent to take oiOices of Presi- 
dent, Vice-President, Secretary of State, Ministers 
to Bogota, and to all other parts of the world. 
Consulships, and post offices, that are derived in- 
directly by adding another link to the chain of 
States in which negroes count each one, three- 
fifths. No, no ; slaveholders and the Democratio 
party would be very glad to take votes from ne- 
groes, free or slave, by the head, full count, if 
negroes and slaves woufd only vote for Slavery; 
and it is only because they have a sagacious in- 
sight into human nature, which teaches them 
that negroes and slaves would vote for liberty, 
that makes the negro question so repulsive to 
them. 

But, fellow oitizens, is this one idea, the eternal 
negro question, so objectionable merely on ac- 
count of the negro ? I think not : l' think it far 
otherwise ; for, after all, ycu see that the negro 
has the least of everybody else in the world, to 
do with it. The negro is no party to it ; he is 
only an incident ; he is a subject of disputes, but 
not one of the' litigants. Hei ha.'i Just as much to 
do with it as a horse or a watch in a justice's 
court, when two neighbors are litigating about 
its ownership. The horse question or watch 
question is excellent business for the justice, and 
lawyers to make fees, and for the neighbors gen- 
erally to get fun out of; and my friend General 
Nye was never so happy in his life as when at- 
tending suits before justices of the peace, settling 
this eternal horse question and watch question. 
(Laughter.) 

The controversy is not with the negro at all, 
but with two classes of white men, one who has 
a monopoly of negroes, and the other who has 
no negroes. One is an aristocratic class, that 
wants to extend itself over the new territories 
and 80 retain the power it already exercises ; and 
the other is yourselves, my good friends, men 
who have no negroes and won't have any, and 
who mean that the aristocratic system shall not 
be extended. There ifi no negro question about 
it at all. It is an eternal question between 
classes— between the few privileged and the 
many unprivileged— ^-the eternal question be- 
tween aristocracy and democracy. 

A sorrowful world this will be when that ques- 
tion shall be put to rest ; for when it is, the rest 
that it shall have, shall be the same it has always 
had for six thousand years ; the riding of the 
privileged over the necks of the unprivileged, 
booted and spurred. And the nation that is 
willing to establish such an aristocracy, and is 
flh ined out of the defense of its own rights, 
deserves no better fate than that which befaUs 
the timid, the cowardly and the unworthy. , 

It is to-day in the United States the same 
question that is filling Hungary, and is lifting 
the throne of a Ceesar of Austria frbioa its pedes- 
tals; the same which has expelled the tyrant of 
Naples from the beautiful Sioilyi <ihd has driyen 
him from his palabe ig^t Naples to seek shelter in 
his fortress at Gaeta., It is not only tui eterhal 
queBtion,;bat it is a universal qudstibn^ . Eve^ry 
man from a foreign land will find here in Aniie- 



rioa, in another form, tte irrepressible conflict 
[Applause] ^ which crushed him out, an exile 
from his native land. 

Again, follow citizens, I am not quite con- 
vinced that it is sound philosophy in anything, 
at least in politics, to banish the principle of 
giving paramount importance at any one time to 
one idea. If a man wishes to secure a good 
crop of wheat to pay off the debt he owes upon 
his land, he is seized with one idea in the spring ; 
he plows, plants and sows ; he gathers and reaps, 
with a single leading idea of getting forty bushels 
to the acre, if he c^n. jSf a merchant wishes to 
he successful, he surrenders himself to the one 
idea of buying as bheap, and selling as dear as 
he honestly can. I would not give much for a 
lawyer who is put in charge of my case, that 
would suffer himself, when before the jury, to 
be distracted with a great many pleasing idjBas. 
I want one devoted to my cause. In the church 
ire have a great many clergymen who have a 
horror of this one idea and the negro question, 
hut I think it was St. Peter who had it made 
known to him in a vision on the housetop, that 
he must not have scattered ideas ; but there was 
to be but one idea only, that is of being satisfied 
with everything else provided he could only win 
souls to his Master. And Paul was very much 
after this spirit ; he said he would he all things 
to all men, provided he could save some souls.?: 

There was in the Revolution oine man seized 
vrtth a terrible faiiaticism, propelled by one idea. 
He scattered terror all through this continent; 
and when he passed from Boston to the first Con- 
gress in Philadelphia, deputations from New 
York and Philadelphia went out to meet this 
man of one idea, and that of national indepen- 
dence. And still John Adams proved, after all, 
to be a public benefactot. There was, during 
the Revolution, another man of one idea that 
appeared to burn in him so ardently that he was 
regarded as the most dangerous man on the con- 
*tinent; and a triple reward was oftbred for his 
^heftd. He actually went so far as to take all the 
'^fheii'df '6ne-idetl iu the country, and sufifer him- 
^seHitd taW-fcdtiVmand of them. That man was 
'Gedigfe #^lHflgtoiiC'"Hi8 idea was justice, po- 
litic jfl ' lilsWtf^. • 'TPferfe' W^"MK)ther monomaniac 
iiA* tw'saWA'«Mi*SWH* fh'VIWiiiia: he, at the 
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Stfe6fW%^"6n«<jrdS«ttg SWyiHTiio>#(fe p6teSB5< 

imWimdi^ ftt<6 «ticisai]«'4<5}M§s,^!^l>^p»t(i 
KHm oj?'J«M'Bb(tei!W*iV*Mii<Ail#llIiflOfe»il*:« 



an hour, without being driven by oairs or 
He was an offensive monomaniac, that „, 
Fulton. But still had it not been for his 
idea, Iowa would have slept the last sixty yean, 
and down to the twentieth century, and not ofe 
human being befofe me or within the bounda^ai 
of this State would have resided here. ViWi 
understand by one idea is this : It simply nieSiij 
that a man, or a people, or a State, is ineaaiejt. 
They get an idea which they think is mM, . 
and they are in earnest. God save us when -iift 
are to abandon confidence in earnest men aol 
take to following trivial men of light mindsi Wn. 
fused and scattered ideasj and weak purposes. 

Fellow citizens, there is no such thmg asigciy. 
eminent carried out without the intervention, 
the rising, the exaltation of one idea, and vrith- 
ont the activity, guidance and influence of ear- 
nest men. You may be listless, indiffeieiitj 
indolent, each one of yon ; do yon therefore gjl 
other people to go to sleep ? No. You go- to 
sleep, and you will fiiid somebody that has got 
one idea that you don't like, who will he W& 
awake. They want to be wide awake on tte 
netfro question as long as it pays, and it payj 
just as long as you will he contenttofolloff fliei 
guidance and take several ideas. i 

Fellow citizens, industry is the result of lone 
idea. I have never heard of idle ones in the 
heaver's camp, biit I do know thiere are 'dfODfe 
in the beehive. Nevertheless, the beaver's cainp 
and the beehive all give evidence of the'domiM" 
tion of one idea. The Almighty Power himself 
could never have made the world, and lieTO 
govern it, if he had not bent the force and ippli' 
cation of the one idea to make it perfect. Anfi 
when at 7 o'clock in the morning, three monCij 
ago, with the almanac in my hand, I st«)d «i& 
my smoked glass between me and the sun to see 
whether the almanac msiker was correct or whe- 
ther nature vascillated between one idea ;»tid 
another, I was astonished to see that, at the very 
second of time indicated by the astronomer, the 
shadow of the moon entered the disk of the Bta 
There was one idea only in the mindof the Om- 
nipotent ^eator that, six thousandj or ten thoa- 
sand, or wenty thousand, or hundreds of thott- 
sands of years ago, set that sun, thafrmoonjW 
this earth in their places, and subjected themj) 
laws which brought that shadow exactly ttla 
point at that instant of time. Earth is serioas; 
'heaven is serious; earth is earnest; heavepj 
'ebAr*?t. There is no place for men of scatleiw^ 
ahdP^dfb^ ideas in the earth below, or fai^Ke 
■jka^aS^kWiiit -^vhatever there may be in pwcs 
'tiifflgi-lSi^'^Aiifliyi , ^ 

•' %^if^<diie»MiBai"fi89'4ls'-negative. It MS^IB 
■a^tim^ff, •!«> fjSifp^,m6: <lt ^tes its negatwe. 
So it is with the idea of slavery ; it means nc^- 

•tii dttf nati«iB«l ^Jtitefif itJ«fite«HJthe»Jltei^^i 
>«^th^fao#)n«iMHWnei» i>Bj,'tfoW»^'^ 



IB irrepressible conflict between the two ideas of 
^Bij: and freedom, or rather between the two 
a^es pf one idea. The alternative offered to the 
Pe&doraoy and to all the people of the United 
S^tMi was a; plain one ; — the slaveholders are 
j^ng, are united ; there are many slave States 
ffiiithey are agreed in their policy there are as 
laipy free States, but they are divided in opin- 
iQib$ J^nd y<>" support to the slave States and 
MB shall have- the power, patronage, honors and 
gj^y of admiuistering the government of the 
Uaj|ed States. Some asked, for how long? 
ffjse men cast the horoscope and said forty 
yeara: jnst about that time an infant State shall 
gnv np north of Missouri within the Louisiana 
5liWha«e, and another shall grow up in Kansas. 
!fhj^e forty years the great men I have named 
$(igied few and feeble in numbers; still we 
rttild;;i^her have quiet consciences during all 
ie.time and postpone honors and rewards for 
|)rty;y«as8, rather than to take the side of sla- 
taiyj and the Democratic party reasoning other- 
i^iptiif '* Oive US the offices and power now: 
TOiiriU hold it the forty years and more if we 

v|piiey say that the "old one*' is inexorable; 
ttAt' when he makes a bond he lives up to it, 
lit when the time is up he calls for his own. 
|o Ur^ Mr. Douglas, slave States 

iidiii, he says : " I have given yoa all the rope 
that was allowed me to give you, now you must 
p.'.? 

..Tiiis, my young friends, for I see many such 
sound me, brings me to a point where I can give 
yoa one instruction which, if you practice as 
Iffflg as you live, may make at least some of you 
(^men, honorable men, useful men. Remem- 
bf^tluit;aU questions have two sides; one is the 
i^|t side,': and the other the wrong side ; one 
iltlie side of justice, the other that of injustice ; 
Oiie.itbe side of human nature, the other of crime, 
lyou 'take the right side, the just side, ulti- 
fitely men, however much they may oppose 
yi^and revile you, will come to your support ; 
eirtli'with all its powers will work with you and 
|t jriiUj and Heaven is pledged to conduct you 
{(MWlnplete success. If you take the other side, 
i^ is no power in earth or heaven that can lead 
faithrough successfully, because it is appointed 
Itttfl'eoancils of heaven that justice, truth and 
lefaon alpne can prevail. This instruction would 
bliaconiplete if I were not to add one ether, 
indifference betwieen right a,nd ^yrong is 
jping else than taking the "wrong side. The 
fpicy of a great leader of the Democratic party 
(ftfiie.Korth is indifference ; it is nothing to him 
»5tether slavery is voted up or voted down in 
|8 Territories. Thus it makes no difererice to 
;pt.;di8tinguished statesman whether slavery is 
?fM '^P or voted down in the new States; 
ipther they all become slave States or free 



_ i.UB see how this would have workei in the 
WtitioD. [f Jefferson had bejen indifferent as 
iMether Congress voted up the Peclaj^ation of 
flfpendenoe or voted it down, what kind of, a 
lilfould they haye had . with it. Patrick 
i^f would have been after him with a yigh 
>jxommittee, an4 he woul i have no mouu- 
Ifjitctver his remains. The British Goverrimeiit 
pttjtiave-liked nothing better thaj) a lot of such 
pT^MBt men for lealers of the, American peo- 
Ifftod George the Third aM his dynpty inigiit 



have had rule oyer this continent for a thousand 
years tocome. 

I have thus removed the preliminary obj^jc- 
tion always interposed on these pccasions against 
the indulgence of the eternal negro question. 
What is the just and right national policy with 
regard to slavery in the territories "and in the 
new states of the Federal Union. 1 and. your de- 
cision pf that subject will involve the considera- 
tion of what you consider to be the national 
constituents of a state. 

I suppose I may infer from your choosing this 
beaiitiful land on the western bank of Mississip- 
pi that you alii want, to makie Ibw.a a great and 
aood state, a flourishing and prosperous state. 
You consider the development of the latent re- 
sources with which nature has supplied the 
region or, which you build a state, as one of the 
material things tp be considered in building up 
a great state; that is to say, you will have the 
forests subjugated and make them contribute the 
timber and lumber for the hovise, for the city, 
for the wharf, for the steamer, for tbe ship of 
war, and for all the purposes of civilized society, 
Then I think you will consider that if the land 
has concealed within it, deposits of iron, or lead, 
or coal, you wiirthink of getting this out as 
rapidly as ypu can, so as to incfease the public 
wealth. Then I think that you will have the 
same idea about states everywhere else that you 
have about Iowa ; and that your first idea about 
tlie way to make a state corresponds with my 
idea to make a great nation. And as you would 
subdue the forests, would develop the lead, iron 
and coal in your region ; as you would improve 
the fields, putting ten oxen to a plow to turn up 
the prairie, and then plant it with wheat and 
com ; as you would encourage manufactures, 
and try, by making railways and telegraphs,. to 
facilitate interchange of products ; it is exactly 
this I propose to do for every new stato like 
Iowa, that is to be admitted into the Federal 
Union. To be sure we shall leave the slave 
states, which are all in the .Union, as they are ;. 
our responsibilities are limited tp the states 
which are yet to come into the Union, and we 
will apply our system to them. The first ques- 
tion then, in making a state, is to favor the in- 
dustry of the people, and industry is favored 
in every land exactly as it is free and uncrip- 
pled. 

We are a great nation ; we have illimitable for- 
ests in the fer East and on the banks of the up- 
per waters of the Mississippi, around the lakes 
and on the Pacific coast. No human arith^ietic 
could compute the amount of materials of the 
forest that have gone into the aggregate of the 
wealth which this nation possesses. At this day 
there is not one foot of timber, ' not pnp foot pf 
dealboards, not a lath, not a shingle, entering in- 
to t)lie commerce of the United' States that is 
fabricated by a slave. 

You.all have an idea, pr had in the land from 
which ypu canae herp, of the value and ifnpbi t- 
aiice of pie fisheries, of making the ocean sur- 
render its trpasurea tp increasp the national 
wealth. The fisherman is seen in thisi wiiitier time 
flshing: for ipe in the ponds. an^ lakes of Massa- 
chusetts; and if you go to Pales^ne or to Grand 
Cairp or. tolhe furthest Indies, you 
self regaled with ice 'flshied but of tliP lakes and 
ponds , of MasBachnaetts,: J^ut icp; is not a pro- 
duct that goeij; far tPthe suppoTt of liuniaii life j 



but can you tell me what portions of the earth 
are lighted on their way by night, at home in 
thek cities, by the produce of their fisheries ? 
Have you any idea of howmuohthe great machin- 
ery of the country engaged in fabrication of goods 
and in navigation is indebted to the fisheries? 
Those of the United States are a great source of 
national wealth ; and a nursery of seamen for 
the commercial marine and naval service of the 
United States, indispensable for the development 
of the resources of a great people. There is not 
now and there never was a lake or river, sea or 
bay, over the whole world, from the Arctic to 
the Antarctic pole, a negro slave fisherman. 

You have been very indifferent about these 
subjects : you have not taken notice of that. It 
was only two years ago, only by constant watch- 
fulness and activity of the friendly representa- 
tives of the free Statess in Congress, that the whole 
protection of the United States was not withdrawn 
from the fisheries. The slaveholders don't want 
ice to be gathered with free sCil hands ; they 
would rather have it taken from the lakes and 
rivers of Russia. They don't want the fisheries 
conducted by free hands ; they would rather 
take their supplies from foreign markets. The 
fisheries are soQiewhat foreign for you, but the 
quarries are not — ^the granite and the marble out 
of which our capitol is being constructed, our 
great cities erected, some of it in your own beau- 
tiful city. Have you any idea of how large a 
portion of the national wealth is extracted from 
the quarries of granite and marble and free 
stone t It is beyond any arithmetic to compute. 
Yet there is not a slave engaged in a quarry in 
the United States. Have you any slaves down 
your shafts in your lead mines here ? Not one. 
Have you any slaves in your coal mines ? Not 
one. Any in your iron mines? Not one. Penn- 
sylvania is being burrowed all through and 
through in all directions, and the iron and 
coal, taken out and fabricated. There is not a 
single slave, nor was there ever one, that raised 
b's hand to add to that supply of national wealth. 

1 the other hand you have in Maryland and in 
Virginia deposits of coal and iron as rich,.aye,and 
of gold too; and yet in Maryland and Virginia in 
their iron, coal, and silver mines, the work is 
mainly done by freemen. 

I need not speak of manufactures ; the African 
slave is reduced to a brute, as nearly as may be, 
and he is incompetent to weave, to cast a shuttle, 
to turn a wheel, to grease or oil a wheel and 
keep it in motion. In all the vast manufactur- 
ing establishments in the United States ; in all 
the establishments of the forests and of the fish- 
eries, or of manufactures throughout the whole 
world, there is not one African slave to befoitnd, 
California rejected the labor of slaves, and well 
she did so ; for if she had invited and courted 
it, her mines, instead of yielding fifty millions 
of gold per year to the commerce of the United 
States, would be yielding nothing. 

Could a inan subsist in Iowa by cultivating 
wheat or com with slave labor ? If not they tell 
us this is a question altogether of economy, and 
that men have no Idea of justice. No man has 
ever brought or ever thinlcs of bringing an 
African slave here; the reason is a moral onie ; 
that slave labor don't pay, and only free labor 

will. , 
Commerce is of two kinds, domestic andfor- 

digb. The coiumerce down the Mississippi and 



up, the commerce across the railroads with New ; 
York, is domestic commerce; the commerce^ 
across the ocean with foreign nations, is the for. 
eign commerce. In New Orleans I found that' 
sixteen thousand men were engaged* in domestii): 
trading on the river between New Orleans anj 
the up country in the Mississippi valley. Hov 
many of them were slaves ? Not one. 'Ohio;; 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Kentucky, New Yor^ 
Michigan, send the boatmen who conduct tba 
commerce even in slave States, while on aU thii 
oceans there is not a slave engaged in commerce! 

Now the three great wheels of national we^Ot 
are agriculture, including the subjugation of 
forests, manufactures and trade. Slaves iue 
unfit, African slaves are absolutely unfit to le 
employed in turning either of those wheels ; and 
it thus enters into the elements of a great ani 
prosperous state that its people shall not he 
slaves but freemen. 

The reason is obvious ; it is the interest of the 
freeman to cultivate himself as well as he can, to 
produce the most he can, at the least cost; and 
it is the interest of the slave to be as disqualified 
as he can, to consume as much as he can, and 
produce as little more than he consumes as p6s>' 
sible. ^ 

It is not wealth alone that makes a nation. It 
must have strength and power to command, h; 
the mere signification of its will, peace and good 
order at home and respect and confidence abroad/ 
Just imagine the United States converted into 
planting States in which the labor was perfomed 
only by negro slaves, and judge, if you can, what 
would be the police power of the government 
in any of the States. The laborer in a slave , 
State is watched night and morning; his outgo- 
ings, his incomings, his path is surrounded hy^ 
police ; he can pass to execute the order of Ms 
master only on a permit or license. Whyj he 
must retire to sleep at nine or ten at night, aiid 
must not be abroad from the plantation without 
a special license, for no other reason thaUi being 
held in involuntary bondage, his master regards 
him as an enemy to be watched. ■ ' 

Turn a whole nation into masters watching 
slaves, and slaves regarded as natural enemies-r 
what is the power of that nation to presetvB 
peace at home ? . What its power to commnd 
respect abroad ? Make us for once a nation of 
slave States, and any feeble, worthless power in 
Europe has only to apply the torch of insurreo^ 
tion and civil war by proposing to emancipate, 
our slaves ; instead of relying on ourselves iiffi 
would want to make a federal union with Cana- • 
da that we might get protection, just as the free 
States now protect the slave States. I 

But all these — material wealth and power--a» 
but low ideas of what constitute a nation. ;« 
should have a head, an enlightened head ; an 
open, free, manly, honest heart. Such will en^ 
ble any man or woman to go through the worW 
with safety. A nation is only an aggregateOl 
individuals, of so many heads to work as ono 
head; of so many hearts to work as one hearfc 
You want an enlightened free people to conatl- 
tute a nation ; and if yon have such a peoplflj 
they are perpetually reducing the labor, the saO' 
rifice, and toil of muscle ; and if it be trnei ffi 
theologians say, that labor is the primal oors^ 
imposed by the Maker on man for disobedience 
then this benevolent heart and enlightened heaa 
will suggest all manner of machines to velie^ 



Hem .of tho necessity of so much lator. The 
morvidow, who, to eke out a subsistence, has 
{oiaffior her neighbors, will, with a machine 
tlitiSsts but from fifty to one hundred dollars 
^ithe'luTention of a frei^ people — ^make fifty gar- 
' juetits where before she made but one. And the 
jteam engine— it plows, plants, sows and har- 
Teste; it threshes, it gathers into the granaries ; 
it hauls the cars loaded with produce ; it drives 
Uie steamboat on the river. That is what in- 
vention does. Now, out of the million inven- 
tions which the American people enjoy, there 
isuot one that was made by a slave, and simply 
liefaQse the slave is imbruted in his heart and 
stnpified in his intellect. 

A nation to be great wants character— -charac- 
ter for justice, honesty, integrity ; for ability to 
jjolniain its own rights and respect for the rights 
of otbers. That it cannot have if it be a na- 
tion of slaves. It is only a nation of freemen 
that can cultivate the virtues which constitute a 
cl^cter. These virtues are two : Justice, equal 
aiid exact justice among men ; the equal freedom 
andUberty of every other man. The other vu:- 
lae is courage. The freeman has no enemies; 
heisjnst; he oppresses nobody ; nobody wishes 
to be revenged upon him. A nation of freemen 
IM safe; they provoke nobody; they wrong 
nobody; they covet nothing; they keep the 
tenth commandment. And nations must keep 
^tcommandments as well as individuals, or 
(offer the same penalty. 

Bat you cannot have these virtues escept ou 
(ne condition, and that is that the people of the 
mkon are trained up in them. And how train- 
ed!?:By schools and general instruction, free 
pm;Svee debate at home, and in legislative 
eoancils; and everywhere to be undisturbed as 
theygo in and come out. Introduce slavery in 
lo^sj and what kind of freedom of speech would 
jo^finjoy ? What kind of freedom of the press ? 
frwdpm of bridges ? of taverns ? • Just look 
lO'Ws the State of Missouri into Kansas, and you 
btB find freedom of the press provided you will 
liiintam that property is above labor, that sla- 
Teiy is before all constitutions and governments 
4the freedom of speech which sought the expul- 
dop cf John Qniuoy Adams from the Congress 
of the United States, for presenting a petition in 
hm of human rights ; the freedom of debate 
vhich arrested my distinguished and esteemed 
fiiead, Clinrles Sumner, in the midst of a glori- 
003 and useful career, and doomed him to wan- 
^ra snflerer and invalid for four years. As for 
freedom of bridges, why the bridge over the Mis- 
tim at Kansas was proved to be only a bridge for 
iliTe State men ; and the tavern at Lawrence 
ns subverted for a nuisance on account of its 
Ixing a tavern at which free State men could 

Ei01> 

It !u a bright September afternoon, and a 
itfange feeling of surprise comes over me that 
Ishoald be here in the State of Iowa, the State 
Neemed and saved in the compromise of 1820 ; 
I itute peopled by freemen ; that I should be 
llere in huch a State, before such a people, im- 
ploring the citizens of Iowa to maintain the cause 
of Freedom instead of the cause of Slavery. It 
Is a strange change from the position I was in 
only a year ago. In Italy, in Austria, in Turkey 
own, I was excusing, in the best way I could 
monstrous delinquencies of the American 
fcople in tolerating slavery, which even the 



Turk had abrogated. You teK me that it is 
unnecessary ; that you are all right; I happen to 
know better. That courtesy which I appreciate, 
suavity which I acknowlege, restricts some, 
many in this assembly from interrupting these 
remarks (though they are intended to be disre- 
spectful to nobody) as I have often been inter- 
rupted, with shouts of—*' Hurrah for Douglas ;" 
and yet, if I am right in what I, have said, the 
Wide- Awakes are not up an hour too soon ; they 
do n6t sit up any too late o' nights ; their zeal 
is not a bit too strong to save the State of Iowa 
from giving her votes, in the present canvass, 
for a continuance of that administration which 
has for forty years made slavery the cardinal 
institution, and freedom secondary to it in the 
United States. There is something of excuse 
and apology for 'this ; it is in the reluctance 
which men who are always opposed to one new 
idea coming in, hfive to give up the old idea, 
which they have so long cherished. The Demo- 
cratic party has a wonderful affection for the 
name ; the prestige of the Democratic party ; and 
most of them, fellow citizens, must die uncon- 
verted. It is not in human nature that adult 
men and women change., their opinions with 
facility ; it is little ones like these that grow up 
unobserved and unknown. Ten thousand of 
their votes enter into every successive canvass 
in the State of Iowa. 

In every State the great reformation which 
has been made within the last six years— for we 
date no further back than that — ^has been the 
dying out of the one idea men of Democracy 
and the growing up of the young one-idea men 
of Republicanism. And now why shall we not 
insist, so far as our votes shall be efTective, that 
the Territories slall remiiin free Territories, so 
that new States which shall hereafter be added, 
to this Union shall he free States. 

They say we have no right to interfere in the 
slave States ; that we attack slavery in them. 
Not at all; we do not vote against slavsry in 
Virginia. We do not authorize Abraham Lin- 
coln or the Congress of the United States to pass 
any laws about slavery in Virginia. We merely 
authorize them to intervene in the Territories, 
and to pass laws securing freedom there. They 
tell us that'it is unnecessary. They have rendered 
it necessary, because they have explained the 
laws and the constitutio'n to est-ablish slavery 
there, and we must either restrict slavery there 
or reverse the decision made by the federal tri- 
bunal. But they tell us that this is inconvenient; 
it excites violence in the slave States. To which 
I answer that they have the choice between 
slavery and freedom as well as we ; but they 
must be content to leave it where it is. When 
they choose to carry slaves into the Teiritoriea 
we interfere. What we are attacking is not 
slavery in the United States but slavery in the- 
Territories. 

But they tell us that we are suffering verjr 
great harm ; that our Southern friends, driveni 
angry, will not buy of us. Mayor Wood made- 
the discovery that we are a trading people, and- 
we shall lose our trade if the Republican party 
come into power. We area trading people as- 
we are an eating people, a drinking people, a 
clothes wearing people. Trade ! trade I tradet 
the great character, the great employment, the- 
one idea of the American people I It is a libel. 
We buy only with what we product. We buy 



tidd sellii tilt ffliey^ 

greator ■' 6($(A)pati6il bf'.>%uiwlabii)g ^d'^- liiabii^g ; 

UflSa'of eduo»t£bg laad^-^UvatLDgr-onraelVes-tQ" 

.howSVer, fp* thbae w&O' eng^' in It; faiows no 
respeot of opirilon; tlie Sonthero' planters 
tuy their -ootton^ baggiig bf the men wb'o will 
mSke" It' thtf oht&pseat/- aiidi they > trill In&iat on" 
selling' o6lton to lUe Ca0tl6 Garden committees 
and the' Ooopei' Ihdtilnt&'patriotaat precisely the 
s»tae price a^ =they will to Wendell PhllMpa and 
Frederiek Booglas. ' ' Tfiey wont boy your wheat 
unless hungry for hreail ; - and- if- hungry for 
bread they wiU gladly give yon for it any Butplus 
of cottori you vljant. ' (Langhter.) - ' ' ■J,'\. . 

Fellow oitiaenSi I have refrained from advert- 
ing to the higher Benthbents of humanity which 
enter irto'-the consideration of this Bubject, be'> 
oanse those are oonBideitatioQs that are «lway8 



'w{thyon.J.>^I wlll' i^^^y.fb%t the 

gestlons t^$,'l«apniBe^ >:of hnnani^,^ 
bpth'^ptfing fWniiL:^^ isaine sunrce. .Katnr 
self .B#am^. iq W?fi^be^d;pgl she seeiiis' 
passive' and sileia'fl;Vi';Bli&^letB: nations as' 
individnals go on ;in:.:their obTtrse of aotioii 
latiog her laws; btit thlsiia.for a seasdi^ 
The ti^'e ^cornea at' l^t 'When ITatnre ut ' 
vindioaies every right, and punishes every; 
of the aotionS 'Of men or -states:; and.wh 
does oomei we are pi^nished. .' Bhe oomea' , 
Tov, in revdudon^ iniojiarehy, in chaosi;; 
will let tbi's gOTersiiuent and this nation 
down stiU farther the smooth de61ivity<'' 
choose; nature will bring it back: agaiii 
time with sdnvnlsions which vrill wake l^e 
and gcbam of tUe ■ oivilized world. (Loiti 
pl&nse.J 



